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Abstract

Religious moderation needs to be strengthened among students who are exposed to
intolerant religious content through social media, and madrasahs increasingly adopt
pesantren-based approaches such as the Ma’had program to address this. This study
analyzes the integration of pesantren-based education in encouraging religious
moderation among students through the Ma’had program at MAN 2 Banyuwangi. A
qualitative case study approach was employed, with data collected through in-depth
interviews, participant observation, and documentation involving 21 informants: the head
of the madrasah, the Ma’had caretaker, teachers, musyrif, alumni, and students. Data were
analyzed using the interactive model of Miles and Huberman, and validity was checked
through source and method triangulation. The findings show that the integration of
pesantren-based education through the Ma’had program shapes students’ religious
moderation in practice through the integration of the formal and Ma’had systems,
dormitory life that fosters inclusive and anti-intolerant attitudes, the exemplarity of
teachers and musyrif, and collective religious programs that help prevent radical attitudes.
Together, these elements instill tolerance, inclusiveness, and polite, harmonious
communication among students. This study contributes to Islamic education studies,
particularly regarding models of integrating formal education and pesantren to develop
moderate, tolerant, and harmonious student character in a madrasah environment.
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A. Introduction

Religious moderation has become an important agenda in Indonesian education
as students grow up amid social media, rapid digital information flows, and the
circulation of intolerant religious content (Hanif et al., 2025; Abdullah et al., 2025;
Gule, 2025; Syafiqurrahman et al., 2026). Formal schooling alone is often considered
insufficient to shape a moderate character in this environment (Angga et al., 2022;
Chotimah et al., 2025; Khoirurrijal et al., 2026). In response, madrasahs have
increasingly adopted pesantren-based approaches, one of which is the Ma'had, a
dormitory program integrated with formal education to strengthen students' religious
and social character (Rosid & Alfaruq, 2023; Ainurrofiq et al., 2026).

Previous studies indicate that pesantren play a strategic role in fostering
moderation. Pesantren education instills moderate values through curriculum,
worship habituation, character building, and a dialogical culture among students (Al
Rosid et al., 2025; Firmansah et al., 2026). Moderation is also internalized through
kitab learning, deliberation, and social activities that encourage respect for differences
and help prevent radicalism (Afifatun et al., 2026; Nasution et al., 2026; Nurdi et al.,
2026). Other studies show that pesantren education balances spiritual and social
aspects through the values of tawassuth, tasamuh, tawazun, and i'tidal (Abida, 2025;
Sehabudin, 2026), while a culture of adab, togetherness, and respect for teachers
supports social harmony and polite communication (Suaibah et al., 2026; Ain et al.,
2026).

Integrating pesantren education into formal schooling is therefore not merely
an organizational arrangement but a process of shaping balanced ways of thinking
and social behavior (Uyuni et al., 2026; Haningsih et al., 2026). Formal education
contributes academic knowledge and rationality, while the Ma'had contributes
religious values, discipline, and moral habituation (Salmany et al., 2026). Daily
practices such as deliberation and dialogue when facing differences are also reported
to reduce intolerant conflict among students (Aquilera et al., 2026).

Nevertheless, existing research tends to discuss religious moderation in
pesantren in general, whether through kitab learning, pesantren culture, or the
religious character of santri (Setiawan et al., 2026;Aslamiyah et al., 2026). Studies
that examine how a state madrasah aliyah integrates its formal system with a Ma'had
program remain limited. Moreover, previous studies mostly emphasize learning
aspects, while the roles of dormitory life, communication patterns, teacher
exemplarity, and collective religious activities in shaping moderation receive less
attention.

MAN 2 Banyuwangi offers a relevant context for addressing this gap. Its
Ma'had program is integrated with the formal education system, and students from
different regional, organizational, and economic backgrounds live together in the
dormitory. Daily life there involves worship habituation, deliberation, and collective
religious activities such as kitab study, guided by teachers and musyrif. The urgency
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of this study lies in the fact that students, as young people, are vulnerable to extreme,
intolerant, or provocative religious information through social media and peer
environments, which requires educational institutions to pursue not only academic
achievement but also a moderate religious character. At the same time, the Ma'had-
based education model is increasingly applied in madrasahs, while empirical studies
of it remain limited. The findings are expected to serve as a reference for other
educational institutions in building a harmonious, inclusive, and peaceful learning
environment.

Therefore, this study aims to analyze the integration of pesantren-based
education in encouraging religious moderation among students through the Ma'had
program at MAN 2 Banyuwangi. It contributes to the study of Islamic education
management by offering an empirical account of how a formal educational institution
manages and integrates a pesantren program, through the roles of madrasah leaders,
Ma'had caretakers, teachers, and musyrif, to develop moderate, tolerant, and
harmonious student character in a madrasah environment.

B. Method

This study employed a qualitative approach with a case study design (Yin,
2018) to gain an in-depth understanding of how pesantren-based education is
integrated into formal education and shapes students' religious moderation. The
research was conducted at MAN 2 Banyuwangi from September to October 2025,
which was selected because the madrasah combines its formal education system with
a pesantren-based system through the Ma'had program.

Informants were selected based on their position, experience, and involvement
in the Ma'had education system. A total of 21 informants participated: the head of the
madrasah (1), the Ma'had caretaker (1), teachers (4), musyrif (5), Ma'had alumni (2),
and students/santri (8). Data were collected through in-depth interviews, participant
observation, and documentation. Interviews explored informants' experiences, views,
and policies related to the integration of pesantren education; observation captured
students' activities, social interactions, and religious habituation directly; and
documentation comprised archives, activity programs, regulations, and photographs
related to the implementation of the Ma'had program.

The data were analyzed using the interactive model comprising data reduction,
data display, and conclusion drawing (Miles, Huberman, & Saldana, 2014), was
carried out continuously throughout the research. Data validity was checked through
source and method triangulation (Denzin, 1978). Source triangulation compared
information from the head of the madrasah, teachers, the Ma'had caretaker, musyrif,
alumni, and students, while method triangulation combined interviews, observation,
and documentation so that the data complemented and reinforced one another.
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C. Results and Discussion

The findings are presented according to four main themes: the integration of
the formal education system and the Ma'had, dormitory life, the exemplarity of
teachers and musyrif, and collective religious programs. The findings were obtained
from in-depth interviews, participant observation, and documentation involving the
head of the madrasah, the Ma'had caretaker, teachers, musyrif, alumni, and students
at MAN 2 Banyuwangi.

The Integration of the Formal Education System and the Ma'had Shapes
Religious Moderation in Practice

The integration of the formal education system and the Ma'had at MAN 2
Banyuwangi shapes religious moderation in practice in students' daily lives. The
system is oriented not only toward academic and religious mastery but also toward
instilling tolerance, balance, and respect for differences through various forms of
guidance in the madrasah and the dormitory. Students' lives are not separated between
formal education and pesantren life but are interconnected. The madrasah recognizes
that forming moderation through classroom theory alone is insufficient, so it must be
reinforced through habituation and direct social experience. Accordingly, the Ma'had
program serves as a means of character building through communal living, worship
habituation, deliberation, and social interaction that instill tolerance and ukhuwah.

Ma'had students come from different regional, organizational, and social
backgrounds yet live side by side harmoniously. In daily life, they are accustomed to
discussing politely, respecting others' opinions, and resolving differences through
deliberation without intolerant conflict, while teachers, Ma'had staff, and musyrif
model moderate attitudes in communication. The head of the madrasah confirmed
this:

"Life in the Ma'had greatly helps shape students' tolerant attitudes because
they live together with friends from different backgrounds. ... When there are
differences of opinion, we direct them toward deliberation rather than blaming one
another.” (Head of the Madrasah)
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The Ma'had caretaker also explained that communal life in the dormitory is an
effective medium for instilling tolerance, mutual respect, and the ability to resolve
differences through deliberation and good communication.

Building Religious Moderation Through
Educational Integration

Religious and Formal
Social Character \ / Education

Balance —*

Tolerance

Figure 1. Building Religious Moderation Through Educational Integration

Figure 1 shows that formal education and the Ma'had function like two puzzle
pieces that complement each other. Formal education provides academic insight,
rationality, and national values, while the Ma'had instills religious values, discipline,
and moral habituation. Their integration produces a balanced attitude toward
understanding religion, so that moderation is not only understood theoretically but
also practiced by students in daily life.

Dormitory Life Fosters Inclusive and Anti-Intolerant Attitudes

Dormitory life at the MAN 2 Banyuwangi Ma'had serves not only as living
quarters but also as a space for social learning that instills tolerance, togetherness, and
respect for differences. Every day, students interact with peers from different regional,
cultural, organizational, and social backgrounds. Guidance emphasizing ukhuwabh,
adab, deliberation, and dialogical problem solving takes place continuously through
religious activities, communal activities, and mentoring by the caretaker and musyrif.
A musyrif explained:
"Because we live together every day, students interact more often and understand
each other's habits. At first, some students tended to stick to certain groups, but after
joining Ma'had activities they became used to cooperating and mixing with
everyone." (Musyrif)

This daily interaction helps students better understand their peers' characters
and backgrounds, thereby reducing exclusive attitudes. Students cooperate without
distinguishing between groups, help one another, and maintain polite communication
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when opinions differ, and they are guided to discuss and deliberate rather than blame
one another. The Ma'had caretaker also instills the understanding that differences are
part of social life and should be handled wisely and tolerantly. Dormitory life thus
becomes an effective means of fostering inclusive attitudes and religious moderation.

Religious Moderation Is Built through the Exemplarity of Teachers and Musyrif
Religious moderation at MAN 2 Banyuwangi is built through the exemplarity
of teachers and musyrif. They do not merely deliver material but serve as role models
of tolerant, polite, and open attitudes toward differences. Forming a moderate
character is considered more effective through real examples than through classroom
instruction, and the high intensity of interaction makes educators' behavior easy for
students to emulate. A Ma'had student said:
"We learn a lot from how the teachers and musyrif behave. They always remind us to
respect our friends and not to blame others easily. When there is a problem, we are
usually invited to talk it through and find a solution together."” (Ma'had student)

In both classroom learning and dormitory life, teachers and musyrif prioritize
polite communication, respect students' opinions, and resolve conflicts through
dialogue and deliberation. Students are likewise guided to understand differences
wisely and to avoid blaming one another. Educators' exemplarity thus becomes a
strategic means of instilling tolerance and religious moderation, because these values
are not only taught but also directly observed in everyday behavior.

Collective Religious Programs as a Means of Preventing Radical Attitudes

Collective religious programs such as kitab study, istighasah, religious
discussions, and Ma'had guidance function not only as worship but also as a medium
for forming a moderate and open religious understanding. The madrasah recognizes
that digital media and uncontrolled information flows can influence students'
thinking, including giving rise to narrow and exclusive religious views. The programs
are therefore designed to strengthen an understanding of Islam as rahmatan lil 'alamin
through dialogical and educational guidance, as the head of the madrasah explained,
so that students are not easily influenced by extreme ideologies. A teacher stated:

"In religious discussions, we guide students to express their opinions politely and
listen to others'views. ... Through collective activities like this, students become more
open and do not easily blame other groups." (Teacher)

Students take an active part in these joint activities and are guided to express
opinions politely and respect others' views. The Ma'had caretaker explained that
collective activities build ukhuwah and make students more critical of religious
information on social media, while a student said that religious discussions made them
more open to differing opinions. Collective religious programs thus serve as an
effective means of preventing intolerant and radical attitudes.
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Synthesis of Findings

The findings on the integration of the formal system and the Ma'had are
consistent with previous studies showing that integrating pesantren into formal
schooling shapes balanced ways of thinking and social behavior (Fadlillah & Achadi,
2026). Dormitory life that fosters inclusive attitudes also supports findings that
worship habituation and a dialogical culture among students instill moderate values
(Fadlilah et al., 2026) (Zulhimma et al., 2026) , while the habit of deliberation when
opinions differ aligns with reports that dialogue reduces intolerant conflict (Bahri et
al., 2026).

The role of teachers' and musyrif's exemplarity strengthens studies showing
that a culture of adab, togetherness, and respect for teachers supports social harmony
and polite communication (Sehabudin, 2026). The collective religious programs
likewise align with findings that kitab learning, deliberation, and social activities
encourage students to respect differences and help prevent radicalism (Takdir, 2025)
(Mukhlis et al., 2026).

What this study adds is an account of how, in a state madrasah aliyah,
moderation is formed through the joint work of four elements: system integration,
dormitory life, educators' exemplarity, and collective religious activities, not through
learning alone. Nevertheless, as a case study of a single madrasah, its findings cannot
be generalized. Future research could compare several madrasahs with Ma'had
programs.

D. Conclusion

The integration of pesantren-based education through the Ma'had program at
MAN 2 Banyuwangi plays an important role in encouraging students' religious
moderation. Integrating the formal and pesantren education systems not only
strengthens academic and religious understanding but also shapes students' tolerant,
inclusive, and harmonious social character through a culture of deliberation, worship
habituation, dormitory life, the exemplarity of teachers, musyrif, and the caretaker,
and collective religious activities that instill an understanding of Islam as rahmatan
lil 'alamin. The novelty of this study lies in examining this integration in a Ma'had-
based state madrasah aliyah, contributing to the development of Islamic education
studies and serving as a reference for other educational institutions in building a
harmonious and peaceful learning environment.
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